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'The decline in vaccine
coverage in the US can and
will have global consequences'

OP-ED

Collectif

The US secretary of health has completely

overhauled the national committee of vaccination

experts, appointing individuals without relevant

qualifications and, in some cases, with anti-vaccine

views. A group of French experts voices its concerns

about the repercussions of the decision.
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or decades, vaccination has

been one of the main pillars

of public health in the

United States. This pillar has

particularly relied on the

expertise of the Advisory Committee on Immunization

Practices (ACIP) established in 1964. Its mission has been

to provide independent recommendations for vaccine

use based on the best available scientific evidence. The

committee has contributed to the gradual integration of

available vaccines into a harmonized vaccination

schedule, which is updated

every year.

Thanks to regular

nationwide campaigns, the

country managed to

eliminate or control once-

feared diseases such as

measles, whooping cough,

polio and

diphtheria, which

had previously

caused a high

number of deaths or disabilities each year. For instance, there were nearly 13 deaths for every

100,000 inhabitants in 1919. The rate fell to zero with the implementation of widespread population

vaccination.

While scientific evidence demonstrating the e!ectiveness and safety of vaccines has never been

stronger, some diseases have resurfaced. Measles, which had been declared eliminated from the US in

2000, has returned at worrying levels, with more than 1,000 cases reported in 2025. Reduced vaccine

coverage is the culprit.
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In April, the Journal of the American Medical Association published a study projecting that a 10% drop

in measles vaccine coverage could result in more than 11 million additional cases in the US over the

next 25 years. Whooping cough, long under control, is experiencing a troubling resurgence. Other

threats are looming, such as the potential re-emergence of polio, whose near eradication had been



viewed as a major victory for modern medicine.

Read more   Anti-vax conspiracy theorist and JFK's nephew: Who is Robert F. Kennedy Jr.?

What is happening in the US is an intensified version of the situation in many countries, including

France. The Covid-19 pandemic highlighted widespread distrust among many citizens toward health

authorities, experts and, more broadly, vaccines. The rapid development of mRNA vaccines, the

sometimes contradictory messages from experts and the politicization of certain public health

measures have all fostered a lasting climate of suspicion.

In this context, conspiracy theories and false information have spread quickly, particularly through

social media. However, many citizens have legitimate concerns that go beyond simple

misinformation. For many years, vaccine experts have sought to address these concerns by building

numerous and fruitful interactions with the public.

Act of solidarity

Unfortunately, instead of encouraging dialogue, the new US Secretary of Health, Robert Kennedy Jr.,

has chosen a more radical approach, with an alarming institutional shake-up that could have a major

impact on the epidemiology of vaccine-preventable diseases. On June 9, he abruptly dismissed all

independent experts serving on the ACIP.

This unprecedented move sent shockwaves through the scientific and medical communities. By

replacing these experts with controversial figures, some of whom are close to anti-vaccine conspiracy

groups and lack vaccination expertise, US authorities have undermined a crucial institution. This

decision opens the door to the politicization of public health decisions, to the detriment of citizens'

health.

Read more   The threats to public health in Trump's US

The situation does not a!ect the US alone. In a globalized world, where pathogens and their vectors,

such as mosquitoes, cross borders with ease, declining vaccine coverage in such a prominent country

can and will have global consequences.

As vaccine experts, we cannot help but be alarmed by the developments within the ACIP, and we

cannot remain silent. Everyone must be reminded that the experts who serve on technical

vaccination committees are independent. And that healthcare professionals participate alongside

representatives of civil society. And that these committees are forums for exchange and discussion,

dedicated to crafting recommendations with clear public health impacts, with the goal of protecting

everyone's health. And that meeting summaries are accessible in their entirety, in full transparence.

We must oppose any move to turn these committees, as is likely to happen in the US, into mere

rubber stamps that validate arbitrary political decisions uninformed by impartial scientific expertise.

Read more   US measles epidemic: Vaccine or cod liver oil, Robert F. Kennedy Jr. leaves everyone

free to choose
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However, more needs to be done to reverse the harmful trend now taking hold in the US. There are

many levers: strong political will, engaged healthcare personnel, integrated prevention culture in

school curricula, simplified pathways to vaccination and renewed information campaigns that are

more ambitious and better suited to current concerns.

While it is essential to cite figures on vaccine e!ectiveness and communicate about side e!ects, it is

also crucial to combat false ideas, especially by regulating platforms that prioritize fake news and

misinformation, and to give back meaning to vaccination. Getting a vaccine is not only a personal

choice. It is also an act of solidarity, an indispensable contribution to protecting everyone.

It is therefore up to everyone, from governments to healthcare professionals, but also every citizen, to

mobilize and ensure that vaccine-preventable infectious diseases do not become a renewed public

health concern in a world already facing many other challenges.

Collectif

Translation of an original article published in French on lemonde.fr; the publisher may only be liable for

the French version.
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